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The Barents Regional Youth Council

Our mission
We will strengthen the youth 

cooperation in the Barents region 

and empower young 

people to actively participate 

in the shaping of the 

Barents region 

and the society in which 

we live.

-BRYC 2004

Introduction

At its meeting on 5 September 2001, the Barents Regional Council decided to draw up a youth programme for the Barents Region. This was done at the direct request of the Barents Regional Youth Forum, BRYF, which was represented at the meeting and called for concrete action. The present programme is based on the conclusions from the Conference “Face the Future”, which was held on 12-16 May 2001 in Tromsø, Norway. BRYF ended its work in 2003.

In 2003 The Norwegian ministry for children and family affairs allocated 1 mill NOK per year in two years to support multilateral youth projects in the region. The Norwegian Barents secretariat got the responsibility of managing the fund. A youth coordinator was employed and the extra recourses made a broader implementation of the program possible. 

The countries in the Barents region have many common challenges when it comes to youth issues and this invites to increased cooperation about these matters. 

During an international youth seminar in Murmansk October 2003, the participants strongly signalised that young people want to participate more actively in the Barents cooperation. They concluded that the best way to ensure this would be to establish a new youth structure in the Barents cooperation, a council consisting of young people from the whole region.

Meetingplan for BRYC and the board 2006

TIME


PLACE



WHO

	March 2006


	Meeting and training in Alta, Norway 
	BRYC

	16.-18. June
	Meeting in Luleå, 
	The Board

	8.-10 september
	Seminar with Young in Europe

In Kirkenes, Norway. 
	BRYC

	21.-24.September
	Kick-off “Youth Go Higher”
	The Board +

	October
	50/50 training course in Murmansk
	BRYC

	October
	Board meeting
	The board

	November
	Tromsø, youth conference
	BRYC

	Desember
	Joint meeting with regional and/or central working group
	BRYC


1. Organisation and influence

	Aims/Goals
	Tasks
	Who
	When

	1.1

Strengthen the BRYC structure and reduce the turnover of members.
	Provide training courses and give the members with certificates 


Anchor the BRYCers work also in their respective regions. 


Make sure that all members have a stand in and introduce them in the council as soon as possible


	BS

Members


	2006

2006

	1.2

Organize the work in the BRYC as efficient and fruitful as possible
	Give the Board for BRYC the authority to make decisions in minor items and act on behalf of the whole BRYC


Have contact on MSN regularly

The members send a monthly report to the other BRYCers
	board

Members
	2006

2006



	1.3

Give BRYC real influence in decision-making processes


	Influence The regional committee and Regional council to give BRYC a vote and ask BRYC to come with suggestions in items that concerns youths in the region 
	The board
	2006

	1.4

Make sure a new Barents regional youth program 2007-2010 is adopted
	Come with suggestions for a program and cooperate with the regional working group on youth issues
	Members and the board
	2006

	1.5

Make the financial support of BRYC and Youth initiatives more stable
	Encourage the authorities to establish a international Barents secretariat with a department for Youth Issues


Encourage the regional authorities to support BRYCs work and their representatives costs related to meetings.
	Members

Members           
	2006

2006


2. Networking and information 

	Aims/Goals
	Tasks
	Who
	When

	2.1

Cooperate with the regional and intergovernmental working group on youth policy
	Arrange a joint meeting with the Barents regional working group on youth issues and the intergovernmental working group.
	Council/Board
	Autumn

2006

	2.2

Increase the information about BRYC and youth issues in the Barents region 


	Inform on local level through newspapers, radio, schools and arenas for youths and politicians


Contribute with information about events to the Barents Youth Newsletter that will be published in 3 numbers


Establish the website Barentsyouth.org with information about financial possibilities and events

Apply to get some free space for the “Scanorama” edition with Barents Information 
	Members

Members

BS

The Board
	2006

2006

2006

March 2006


3. Youth initiatives and arrangements 

	Aims/Goals
	Tasks
	Who
	When

	3.1

Have special focus on entrepreneurship and in the Barents region.
	Participate in the implementation of the YE! Project. And especially take part in the planning of the huge Kick off in Pajala


Encourage entrepreneurship locally
	members

members
	2006

2006

	3.2

Increase the number of international Barents youth events

3.3

Increase the tolerance for other cultures and prevent racism.
	Convince those running youth events in the respective counties to expand the event and invite participants from the other Barents countries


Take own initiatives and take part in events

Participate in the campaign “All different, all equal” initiated by the Council of Europe.
	Members

Members

Members
	2006

2006

2006

	3.4 

Contribute to increased focus to youth issues in different arenas in the Barents cooperation


	“Influence the Barents regional committee and the Barents regional council to draw up new Barents regional youth programme for the period 2007-2010”


 Take part in the planning and implementation of the upcoming Barents Youth Conference in Tromsø
	Board

Members
	2006

2006



	3.5

Take part in arrangements that increases the BRYCers competence on international cooperation
	Cooperate with The Young in Europe seminar in Kirkenes
	Members
	August 

	3.6

Contribute to a better life for children and youth at risk
	Implement project related health or social issues in Russia. Target group is children and youth


Cooperate with institutions preventing HIV/AIDS
	Members

Board


	2006

2006 



	3.7

Make sure that the indigenous issues are taken into account
	inform about indigenous events for youth in the newsletter

make sure that indigenous youth are invited to barents youth events
	Board
	2006
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